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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Table Bay Nature Reserve’s Rietvlei Water Area is growing in popularity, which is evidenced by the 

increasing trend in visitor numbers and income being recorded. This quarter recorded the highest income 

ever at the Rietvlei gate in a three-month period. To this end, much is being invested to upgrade and 

maintain the water-sports infrastructure, including repairs and maintenance to the old Council jetty. 

Unfortunately many visitors are still littering the Nature Reserve with alcohol bottles, cigarette butts, 

discarded food wrapping and fishing line. The reserve is a bin-free area and we ask all visitors to remove ALL 

items that they bring in with them. 

The fame of Rietvlei goes beyond water sports into the area of bird watching. At least four rare birds have 

been seen at Rietvlei this quarter, causing a stir in bird watching circles and the local media. Much to the 

birders’ dismay however, is the fact that dog walkers have now started to bring their dogs into the birding 

areas and letting them run after the birds. Steps are being taken to apprehend and fine dog walkers that let 

their dogs run free in the Nature Reserve. 

The Nature Reserve’s Advisory Committee had its third meeting this quarter. There are some communities 

that are not yet represented in this committee, including Du Noon, as well as the Table View and Parklands 

homeowners’ associations. 

The Nature Reserve team, contractors and various City departments conducted important alien and 

invasive vegetation management, including chemical treatments of bulrush reed beds, removing water 

hyacinth, and follow-up clearing of various woody alien species in large area of the Nature Reserve. 

The rainfall over the last year has been extraordinarily low, and much of the seasonal wetlands have 

completely dried up, causing some dust problems. Nature Reserve staff also spent about 40 person days on 

wildfires in the Northern region of City, as well as assisting with a prescribed ecological burn at Tygerberg hill. 

The nature reserve facilities were used by over 555 people for various training and meeting purposes, and 

environmental education programmes reached another 372 persons during this quarter, including the now-

famous fishing holiday programme. Two new nature conservation students have joined the Nature Reserve 

for their work-integrated learning. The staff, including learners and interns, enjoyed over 150 person days of 

formal training programmes. 

 

Figure 1. European (Common) cuckoo (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 
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2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 HIGHLIGHT: Several rare birds have been recorded at Rietvlei, including Common (European) 

cuckoo (Cuculus canorus), Giant Kingfisher (Megaceryle maximus), Great spotted cuckoo (Clamator 

glandarius), and Great egret (Ardea alba) (see Figures 2-5 below).  

Birdwatching and wildlife photography is encouraged in the Nature Reserve. Some photographers have 

however noticed that dog walkers are starting to bring dogs into areas where dogs are not allowed, and 

disturbing the bird life. Nature Reserve staff are apprehending these dog walkers and sending them to areas 

where dog walking is allowed. Fines will be issued in future (see 11. Law Enforcement). 

 

Figure 2. European (Common) cuckoo (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 3. Giant kingfisher (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 4. Great spotted cuckoo (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 5. Great egret (left) next to a heron (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 

2.2 CHALLENGE: Littering and pollution in the natural environment seems to be one of those “excusable 

crimes” because it does not hurt anybody.  

Figure 6 below is from the Rietvlei fishing shore where smokers throw their cigarette butts into the water or 

stomp them out in the sand. A few meters away there was a pile of alcohol bottles (Figure 7). Almost all 

pollution is composed of materials that generally trace back to items that we use on a daily basis, including 

cigarette butts, bottle caps and lids, beverage containers, plastic bags, food wrappers and containers, 

disposable cutlery, glassware, straws, metal cans and paper. 

The Bill of Rights in the Constitution of South Africa sets out everyone’s right in terms of the environment: 

Everyone has the right to an environment that is not harmful to their health or well-being, and to have the 

environment protected, for the benefit of present and future generations, through reasonable legislative 

and other measures that (a.) prevent pollution and ecological degradation, (b.) promote conservation, 

and (c.) secure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural resources while promoting 

justifiable economic and social development. 

This also implies that everyone has an obligation to maintain this right by doing everything reasonable in 

their power to prevent pollution and ecological degradation. It is reasonable to expect that we should all 

dispose of our refuse in a legal disposal area, and not in the open environment. 
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We want to remind all visitors of the following: 

 We do not provide litter bins in the natural areas of the Nature Reserve. It is everyone’s own 

responsibility to remove whatever refuse they generate with them when they leave.  

 Littering, in all its forms (including dropping of cigarette butts) is illegal and can be prosecuted. 

 Consuming alcohol in any public areas, including the Nature Reserve’s natural areas, is illegal. When 

offenders are apprehended, they will be prosecuted and their alcohol confiscated. 

 

Figure 6. Cigarette butts collected at Rietvlei shore in one morning. 

 

Figure 7. Alcohol bottles littering the Rietvlei area. 

  

3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1  The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its third meeting 

on 21/01/2016. The meeting was attended by 26 representatives from 21 organisations and units, however 

there is no representation from Du Noon, Table View and Parklands yet (see below attendance list): 

Brooklyn & Ysterplaat Residents Association 

CapeNature  

CCT: Biodiversity Management Branch   

CCT: City Parks Operations: Northern District   

CCT: Environmental and Heritage Management Branch 

CCT: Subcouncil 1  

CCT: Wastewater Treatment: Operations (North)   

Dolphin Beach Body Corporate   

Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area   

Friends of Rietvlei   

Guest: University of Stellenbosch  

Heron Waters and Villa du Cap   

Milnerton Aquatic Club   

Milnerton Canoe Club   

Milnerton Central Residents Association   

Milnerton Golf Club   

Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers Association   

Paardeneiland City Improvement District   

SANCCOB   

Sunset Beach Homeowners Association   

Woodbridge Island Body Corporate   

Some of the items on the agenda included: 

 Feedback on matters arising from the previous meeting by Mr Koos Retief; 

 Quarterly report feedback by Mr Koos Retief; 

 Feedback on the Hydrology and geohydrology study and hydrodynamic modelling by Mr Ross 

Campbell; 

 Presentation on the Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area by Mr Roy Fuller-Gee; 

 Feedback on the Diep Estuary Action Plan by Ms Landi Louw; 

 Feedback on the Milnerton Ridge security patrols by Mr Rolf Spaeth; 

 Feedback from the Diep River invasive plants sub-working group by Mr Koos Retief; 

 Feedback from the Diep River water quality sub-working group by Mr Koos Retief; 

 Feedback on the Rietvlei Open Day on 14 November 2015 by Mr Nelis Visagie, Ms Romy Klusener, 

and Ms Pat Downing; and 

 Resignation of Mr Doug Harebottle as representative of the Cape Bird Club 

Some future items of interest include proposals and costs relating to the restoration of the Wooden Bridge at 

the Milnerton Lagoon, as well as feedback on the hydrology and geohydrology study. 
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4 FLORA 

4.1 Alien and invasive plant management during 

this quarter was focussed on the following: 

 Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) was 

removed in the Diep River from the 

Blaauwberg Road bridge to the Otto du 

Plessis bridge, using a combination of 

methods including manual removal as well 

as machine excavation. The manual clearing 

teams are Expanded Public Works 

Programme (EPWP) funded teams. The 

teams are coordinated by the Westlake 

Green Jobs Unit and Reserve Supersivor: 

Christopher Singo. 

 Bulrush (Typha capensis) reeds were 

suppressed by means of follow-up spraying 

with glyphosate herbicide. A contractor 

(HENCHEM) did this work in water bodies at 

Waves’ Edge and Dolphin Beach. This was 

planned by Regional Manager: Bongani 

Mnisi and Area Manager: Koos Retief. 

 Kikuyu (Pennisetum clandestinum) grass was 

chemically controlled in selected areas in 

the Milnerton Racecourse Section, where this 

grass is invading into the Nature Reserve from 

the horse runnig tracks and surrounding 

developments. This work is done by the Site 

Manager: Landi Louw and volunteers. 

 

Figure 8. Red areas indicating portions of the Nature Reserve were 
alien and invasive vegetation management took place during this 
quarter. 

 Port Jackson (Acacia saligna) willow and various other woody species, as well as litter was removed 

from the Milnerton Lagoon Section. This work was done by the Site Manager: Landi Louw and the 

Field Rangers and volunteers. 

 Brazilian Pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius) trees, Port Jacksons, and various palm species were 

removed from the SANCCOB block between Pentz Drive and the R27, where a fire occurred last 

year. This was done by the Field Rangers. 

 Port Jackson follow-up clearing was done in the Milnerton Ridge block between Theo Marais Park, 

the Otto du Plessis bridge and the canal. This work was done by the Field Rangers.  
 Port Jackson follow-up clearing was done in in portions of the Diep River Section by a contractor, 

Japie Samuels, who was coordinated by the Westlake Green Jobs Unit and Reserve Supersivor: 

Christopher Singo. 

 

Figure 9. Chemical follow-up treatment of bulrush at Waves' Edge. 

 

Figure 10. One of two teams removing water hyacinth. 
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5 FAUNA 

5.1  An integrated bird census was conducted on 19/02/2016. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve team and a volunteer, covering 11 surveys sections. The water birds numbered a total of 2,557 birds 

comprising of 39 species (see Figures 11-13 for details). 

16 species with single-figure counts accounted for 

1,9% of the water birds, including: 1 Yellowbilled 

egret, 1 Cattle egret, 1 African black duck, 1 African 

marsh harrier, 1 Common sandpiper, 2 Great crested 

grebe, 2 Hadeda ibis, 2 Three-banded plover, 3 

Purple heron, 3 Glossy ibis, 3 Redbilled teal, 4 Purple 

swamphen, 4 Mallard hybrid, 6 Greenshank, 7 

Blackheaded heron, and 7 Swift tern. 

14 species with double-figure counts accounted for 

11,2% of the water birds, including: 10 Blackwinged 

stilt, 10 Pied kingfisher, 12 Reed cormorant, 15 Little 

grebe, 15 Cape wagtail, 17 Little egret, 20 African 

darter, 22 Cape shoveller, 23 White pelican, 23 Grey 

heron, 23 African black oystercatcher, 26 Common 

moorhen, 29 Whitebreasted cormorant, and 41 

Sacred ibis. 

9 species with triple-figure counts accounted for 

86,9% of the water birds, including 143 Common 

tern, 168 Greater flamingo, 174 Blacksmith lapwing, 

221 Spurwinged goose, 239 Yellowbilled duck, 262 

Egyptian goose, 263 Kelp gull, 376 Hartlaub's gull, 

and 377 Redknobbed coot. 

Additional species included Common fiscal, 

Domestic goose, White-throated swallow, Black-

shouldered kite, Cape spurfowl, Helmeted 

guineafowl, Pied crow, Pintailed whydah, and Cape 

Robin. 

 

Figure 11. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts. 

 

Figure 12. Relative contribution from each survey section. 

 

Figure 13. Relative contribution from the various bird groups. 
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5.2 Other indigenous fauna sightings included a Steenbok (Raphicerus campestris) lamb that was 

recently born and an African fish eagle (Haliaeetus vocifer) in flight:  

 

Figure 14. Steenbok lamb (photo: Cliff Dorse). 

 

Figure 15. African fish eagle in flight (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 
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6 SOIL 

6.1 A complaint of dust blowing from the dry seasonal pan was received on 11/03/2016. Strong winds 

picked up dust and this could be seen from Table View. A decision was however made to not do anything 

since rain was expected the next day. The rain dampened the pan and suppressed the dust. 

7 WATER 

7.1 Rainfall recorded in the Table Bay Nature Reserve (at Rietvlei Water Area and the Milnerton 

Racecourse) during the last year varied greatly. The rainfall was between 80mm and 100m less than the 

annual rainfall. Only June, July, November, and December 2015 recorded average rainfall, with all the other 

months recording far below average. In the latter half of March 2016 the rainfall increased again to about 

triple the normal rainfall for March. This recent rainfall however did nothing to lift the water levels in Rietvlei or 

to even fill the seasonal pans. 

The variable rainfall was indicative of the national drought currently experienced in the country. The water 

levels in the Rietvlei water area have been exceptionally low and the seasonal pans have also dried out, 

causing some dust problems in early March. The rainfall in March have however dampened down the dust 

and no further dust complaints were received. 

 

Figure 16. Monthly rainfall during the last 12 months plotted over the average rainfall trend. 

 

7.2 Pre-winter stormwater preparations were 

undertaken by the Stormwater Department as part 

of the annual maintenance plan. The Nature 

Reserve also used manual teams to supplement this 

work, which consisted of clearing reeds and water 

hyacinth from canals and portions of the Diep River.  

This work was done in terms of the City’s 

environmental authorisation to conduct routine 

maintenance, and was aimed at reducing flooding 

and clearing blockages that could back-flood. 

Some of the work was conducted by hand with two 

Nature Reserve teams that removed water hyacinth 

from sections of the Diep River (see 4. Flora). 

A swan-neck excavator was deployed by the 

Stormwater Department downstream of the 

Blaauwberg Road Bridge to remove larger areas of 

vegetation that are expanding rapidly in the river. 

 

Figure 17. Excavator removing water hyacinth and reeds from 
sections of the Diep River. 
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8 FIRE 

8.1 Several wildfires were attended to this quarter by Nature Reserve staff, including at:  

 Blaauwberg Nature Reserve through the night from 4-5/01/2016, costing 4 person days; 

 Diep River Section of the Nature Reserve on 5/01/2016, costing 2 person days; 

 Witzands Nature Reserve over several nights from 8-13/01/2016, costing about 15 person days; 

 Vissershok area over two nights from14-16/01/2016, costing 7 person days; 

 Diep River Section of the Nature Reserve on 22/01/2016, costing one person day; 

 Koeberg Nature Reserve spreading to Witzands Nature Reserve over two nights from 16-18/01/2016, 

costing 10 person days; and  

 Zoarvlei Section of the Nature Reserve on 18/02/2016, when the Nature Reserve was unable to send 

any staff to assist the fire fighting effort. 

Unwanted wildfires are a serious concern in Cape Town. Many runaway wildfires are started as a result of 

careless actions by people, which could have been prevented. We want to urge residents in Cape Town to 

take the utmost care in the warm, dry and windy summer season, and never light fires, fireworks, and flares 

near dry vegetation. Special care must also be taken when working with welding or grinding equipment in 

open areas, as sparks can also light dry grass. Fires can claim lives and cause millions of Rands of damage. 

8.2 Firebreak preparations and fuel reduction work was done at Tygerberg Nature Reserve by Table Bay 

Nature Reserve staff. This work was to assist in preparing an area for a prescribed ecological burn. 

8.3 Prescribed ecological burns are a way for managers to reduce the natural fuel load and also 

promote indigenous vegetation regeneration at the same time. This is often applied in vegetation types 

such as Fynbos and Renosterveld, that require fire to activate seed germination. This work is always planned 

months in advance and must be carried out under strict permit conditions. Prescribed burns are always 

carried out with the assistance of the Fire Department and under the supervision air quality controllers. 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff assisted with conducting a prescribed ecological burn in a portion of 

Renosterveld at the Tygerberg Nature Reserve on 11/02/2016 (see Figure 18 below). 

 

Figure 18. Conducting a prescribed ecological burn at Tygerberg Nature Reserve. 
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9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION 

9.1  Stakeholder Engagement 

9.1.1 Internal Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 12 official internal meetings during this quarter: 

 22/01/2016: North Region Health & Safety Committee and Management Meetings; 

 17/02/2016: Integrated Performance Management Annual Review; 

 17/02/2016: An employee grievance resolution at Maitland Head Office; 

 18/02/2016: Business Improvement / Realignment feedback held at Maitland; 

 25/02/2016: Branch Meeting held at Rietvlei Boma; 

 26/02/2016: John Lockett’s farewell gathering at Kristo Pienaar Centre; 

 29/02/2016: Rietvlei gate house upgrade site inspection; 

 01/03/2016: Business Improvement / Realignment feedback held at Westlake; 

 04/03/2016: North Region Management meeting held at Nirvana Private Nature Reserve; 

 09/03/2016: Diep River maintenance management plan site meeting; and 

 11/03/2016: Students research proposal presentation at Kristo Pienaar Centre. 

9.1.2  External Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 13 official external meetings during this quarter: 

 21/01/2016: Table Bay Nature Reserve Advisory Committee meeting; 

 29/01/2016: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; 

 12/02/2016: Dr Frans Radloff and two students from CPUT about progress; 

 15/02/2016: Department of Public Works about the Tsebo Bohlale internship programme’s future; 

 16/02/2016: Cape Peninsula Fire Protection Association’s Fire Risk Assessment; 

 18/02/2016: Project Management Team for the Historic Wooden Bridge Restoration; 

 26/02/2016: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee; 

 02/03/2016: Paardeneiland City Improvement District about conservation and security; 

 08/03/2016: Site meeting at La’ Afrique about maintenance work; 

 14-15/03/2016: Estuary Management Forum Workshop at Noordhoek; 

 31/03/2016: Growing Together Workshop at Rietvlei boma; and 

 31/03/2016: Milnerton Aquatic Club regarding 24 Hour Challenge de-brief. 

 

Figure 19.A volunteer presenting a stand in the Talbe View shopping mall. 
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9.2  Benefit to People 

9.2.1  Rietvlei Education Centre Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding visiting school groups, generated 10 person days of 

benefit to people over one event day. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

16/03/2016 
Blaauwberg Development Area 

Environmental Liaison Committee 
Meeting 10 

TOTAL 10 

 

9.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage 

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma generated 545 person days of benefit to people over 32 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

20/01/2016 NQF level 2 learners CV and interview training 12 

21/01/2016 TBNR Advisory Committee Quarterly meeting 26 

22/01/2016 Western Cape Wetland forum steering committee Planning meeting 7 

1-5/02/2016 BMB students Induction training 100 

16-17/02/2016 CCT / Steadfast Greening Smart driver training 46 

18-19/02/2016 CCT / Steadfast Greening Smart driver training 32 

25/02/2016 Biodiversity Management Branch Branch meeting 32 

26/02/2016 Planning & Building Development Management Meeting 20 

29/02/2016 – 

04/03/2016 
Siljeur Training Academy (Pty) Ltd & BMB staff Field Ranger Training 140 

09/03/2016 ERMD: Green Jobs Unit Fire awareness training 30 

10-11/03/2016 Department of Economic Development LAED/BAM Team Meeting 70 

31/03/2016 Biodiversity Management Branch Growing together workshop 30 

TOTAL 545 

 

9.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach 

Environmental Education and Outreach generated 372 person days of benefit to people over 12 event days 

(see Figures 20-25 overleaf). 

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 

PERSON-

DAYS 
PROGRAMME 

05/02/2016 Sinai Academy (gr 4,5,6) 12 2 14 

Wetlands  

12/02/2016 Hebron Christen Skool (gr 6,7) 28 2+9 39 

19/02/2016 Riverside College (gr 6) 8 1 9 

24/02/2016 Parklands College (gr 7) 72 4 76 

03/03/2016 Seamount Primary (gr 7) 49 2 51 

15/03/2016 Pinelands Primary (gr 7) 60 2 62 

22-24/03/2016 Holiday programme 45 15+9 69 Something fishy holiday 

programme 29-31/03/2016 Holiday programme 37 15+0 52 

TOTALS  311 61 372 TOTALS   
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Figure 20. Hebron Christian School (grades 6 and 7). 

 

Figure 21. Seamount Primary School (grade 7). 

 

Figure 22. Holiday fishing programme. 

 

Figure 23. Tom McArdle with the biggest catch (5,5kg) ever in the 
fishing programme (since 2012). 

 

Figure 24. Kira proves that fishing is not just for the boys. 

 

Figure 25. Recent photo caption in the local press. 
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9.3 Visitors and Income 

9.3.2  Income from visitors at the Rietvlei Water Area during this quarter was again the highest ever 

recorded. This quarter saw a total of 6,054 visitors generating R94,281 of income. This is almost as much as 

was recorded in the whole of 2010.  

There is a strong growing trend in both recorded visitors and income at the main entrance gate, which is 

attributable to better access control facilities, more staff, structured work rosters, and better recording. 

Figure 26 below indicates the growing trend in visitors since 2010. Figure 27 compares the first quarters’ 

income (January to March) since 2010. 

 

Figure 26. Growing trend in visitors to the Rietvlei Water Area since 2010. 

 

Figure 27. A comparison of first quarter incomes since 2010. 
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10 STAFF 

 

Figure 28. Students Julia Hollander and Jack Nortjé. 

10.1 New staff placements were limited to two 

Work-integrated Learning (WIL) students from the 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT). The 

two students are Julia Hollander and Jack Nortjé. 

They will use this year to to complete the practical 

requirements of the National Diploma in Nature 

Conservation. 

The students passed their driver’s medical 

assessments on 16/03/2016, but the driver’s 

authorisation test will only take place in the next 

quarter.  

Their first scheduled competence assessments were 

done on 31/03/3016. 

The students obtained approval to proceed with 

research proposals that will be submitted to the 

CPUT for final approval in the next quarter. 

10.2 Staff administration included: 

 All staff submitting declarations of interest on-line; 

 All staff submitting training needs analysis (TNAs) on 19/02/2016; and  

 Various pieces of uniform items being issued to staff. 

10.3  Training of permanent and temporary staff at the Table Bay Nature Reserve amounted to no less 

than 151 person days over 80 training event days, including the following interventions: 

Date(s) Course 
Number of 

days x 

Number of 

learners = 

Person 

days 

11-14/01/2016 NQF5 Learnership: Integrated Waste Management 4 2 8 

18-19/01/2016 NQF5 Learnership: Learner Support 2 2 4 

25-29/01/2016 Environmental Management Inspectorate (week 3/3) 5 1 5 

01-05/02/2016 Student Induction 5 2 10 

01-05/02/2016 NQF5 Learnership: Pollution Management & Remediation (1) 5 2 10 

08-12/02/2016 NQF5 Learnership: Pollution Management & Remediation (2) 5 2 10 

10-12/02/2016 Environmental Management: Specialist Investigation Techn 3 3 9 

17-18/02/2016 NQF5 Learnership: Learner Support 2 2 4 

22-26/02/2016 NQF5 Learnership: Integrated Water Resource Management 5 2 10 

22-26/02/2016 Peace Officers’ Training (week 1/3) 5 2 10 

29/02-04/03/2015 NQF5 Learnership: Learner Support 5 2 10 

29/02-04/03/2015 Peace Officers’ Training (week 2/3) 5 2 10 

29/02-1/03/2016 First Aid Level 1 (2 of 3 people) 2 2 4 

29/02-4/03/2016 Field Ranger Basic Training 5 2 10 

07-08/03/2016 First Aid Level 1 (1 of 3 people) 2 1 2 

07-11/03/2016 Peace Officers’ Training (week 3/3) 5 2 10 

14-18/03/2016 NQF5 Learnership: FISA (week 1/2) 5 2 10 

21-25/03/2016 NQF5 Learnership: FISA (week 2/2) 5 2 10 

29/03-01/04/2016 Field Ranger Skills Development Programme (week 1/3) 5 1 5 

 TOTALS 80  151 
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11 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

11.1 Illegal structures of displaced people were removed during two separate joint operations. On 

02/02/2016 the Diep River Section was cleared of four illegal structures, five matresses, and a stolen 

shopping trolley. On 17 March the Zoarvlei Section was cleared of 11 illegal structures, five stolen shopping 

trolleys, and three stolen wheelie bins. On this day 23 displaced people were warned that illegal 

occupations will not be tolerated.  

A displaced person was also sleeping on the Wooden Bridge over the Milnerton Lagoon. This person was 

removed twice. Extensive litter cleanups accompanied these opertions in the Zoarvlei, Milnerton Lagoon 

and Diep River Sections. 

 

Figure 29. An illegal structure in Zoarvlei Section. 

 

Figure 30. Removal of a person sleeping on the Wooden Bridge. 

11.2 Several dog walkers have been apprehended after accessing the seasonal pans at Rietvlei from 

Sandpiper Crescent or Stilt Avenue. The pans are crucial habitats for birds, and even through the dry period, 

many birds are still gathering there to roost. These dog walkers are breaking the law by taking their dogs into 

a dog-free area and letting them run off their leads. The walkers themselves also do not access through the 

Rietvlei main gate and therefore they don’t pay the required entrnace fees. Often these dogs chase birds 

and other animals, while bird watchers are looking on in horror. Bird watchers are now reporting these 

offenders to the Nature Reserve office, from where Field Rangers are dispatched to apprehend them. 

Such abuses by irresponsible dog walkers will not be tolerated and Law Enforcement officers will from now 

on start issuing fines to people that bring their dogs into the bird habitats. 

 

Figure 31. Dog walkers using the bird watching facilities for their 
dogs. 

 

Figure 32. Dogs running free on the seasonal pans, with birds in the 
background. 
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11.3 Admission of guilt fines that were issued this quarter included a R500 fine to a neighbouring resident 

who took two tortoises from the Nature Reserve. When an admission of guilt fine is payed, it results in the 

offender receiving a criminal record. 

 

Figure 33. Example of a fine issued to a neighbouring resident for taking two tortoises from the Nature Reserve. 
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12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT 

12.1 The repair and maintenance of the roller-shutter doors of the Rietvlei storage buildings was awarded 

to a contractor. The work will commence in the next quarter. 

12.2 An insurance claim for damage to the 

Rietvlei gate house was resolved. The gate house 

was damaged by a delivery truck that exceeded 

the clearance height of the gate house’s 

overhanging roof. The roof was fixed by a contractor 

authorised  by the insurance claim. 

12.3 The Nature Reserve’s double jetty was previously 

removed from the water and is currently being 

repaired by in-house staff. New timber decking and 

sides are being fitted to the jetty. It is planned to 

float the repaired jetty onto the water again in the 

next quarter, by means of a crane truck. 

 

Figure 34. Gate house roof repairs. 

 

Figure 35. New timber on the old jetty. 

 

Figure 36. Giant kingfisher in flight. 
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 APPENDIX A: MAP OF RESERVE 
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