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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Rietvlei Water Area isa key feature in the Table Bay Nature Reserve as it used intensively for watersport
and shore -based recreation. The highlight of this quarter was the re -launching of the Ci t yefurbished
double -jetty which is used by water users to embark and disembark from launched ves sels.

The Milnerton AquaticClub 6s cal endar of speci 2017 sasenrwhasypubfisbed this duater2 0
The club also donated a  taxidermy mount of a Cape clawless otter to the Nature Reserve to be used as an
educational resource

Various programmes were offered forthep ubl i c6s benefit this quart ersghooli
holiday programmes and the annual Spring walks at Milnerton Racecourse (see Figure 1 below)

The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) had it ds rgithfs guartem®ome aof the issues being
addressed by the PAAC includes the poor water quality and the associated public and environmental
health concerns in the Milnerton Lagoon.

Public health warning signs  were placed at the  Milnerton Lagoon . The public can help to address sewage
spills and overflow sby logging service request s with the City of Cape Town by using the on -line form at this
link: Welcome to Service Request s

Other issues that are being debate d in the public domain include the restoration of the historic wooden
bridge as well as the allocation of sites for fireworks near the Nature Reserve.

Three new interns were placed at the Nature Reserve during this quar ter and will be employed for a year.
Some of the issues that the interns are dealing with include the management of compliance with
Regulations . Various non -compliant neighbours are impacting the Nature Reserve in negative ways. The
Coastal Section at Sunset Beach and the boundaries at Mi  Inerton Ridge and Table View suffer the most
from illegal activities such as encroachment from private properties and allowing pets in the reserve

The rainfall patterns have returned to normal and the seasonal wetlands are cu rrently inundated with water.

Figurel. The Milnerton Racecourse is a management section of the Table Bay Nature Ressiy@otects Cape Flats Sand Fynbos.
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https://www.capetown.gov.za/en/ServiceRequests/Pages/default.aspx

2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES

2.1 HIGHLIGHT: The refurbished Rietvlei floating jetty was re-launched on 27/09/2016  (see Figure 2
below) . The jetty, which is about 20 years old, required the replacement of the timber decking and steel

fittings. The jetty is essential to the recreational use of the Rietvlei Water Area . Itis hoped that the refurbished
jetty will serve the water users for another 20 years (Read more about this at section 12 ).

Figure2. A crane being used to launch thisvo jetty panels.

2.2 CHALLENGE:The lack of compliance with  Regulatio ns impacts the Table Bay Nature Reserve  in many
negative ways. Not only is the impact of displaced people in the nature reserve becoming more intense,

but private land -owners on the boundary of t he nature reserve are also causing negative impacts. Various
property owners are placing structures, rubble and alien vegetation in the nature reserve without the
permission of the Management Authority (Read more about this at section 11 ).

3 CONSERVATION PLANNING

3.1 The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its fifth meeting
on 21/07/2016. The meeting was attended by 28 representatives from 19 organisations (see below):

Milne rton Aquatic Club

Milnerton Canoe Club

Milnerton Central Residents Association
Milnerton Golf Club

Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers Association
Paardeneiland City Improvement District
SANCCOB

Sunset Beach Homeowners Association
Sunset Links Home Owners Associat ion
Woodbridge Island Body Corporate

Cape Bird Club

Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve

CapeNature

CCT: Subcouncil 1

CCT: Biodiversity Management Branch

CCT: Rivers, Stormwater & Catchment Management
CCT: Stormwater & Sustainability Branch

Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area

Friends of Rietvlei

Some of the items on the agenda included :

Annual water quality review , presentation by Ms Candice Haskins ;

Milnerton Lagoon Habitat Restoration , presentation by Dr Dirk van Driel ;

MAC shoreline stabilisation , feedback by Mr William Gravett ;

SANCCOBG&s Chi c k,pRrseatationn loy MslRomy Klusener ;

Request from small craft dealer to increase power boat length limit at Rietvlei from 18 to 23 ft g
Milnerton Aquatic Club calendar 2016  -2017;

Diep Estuary Action Plan , feedback by Ms Landi Louw ; and

South African Kite Surfing Association 8 §SAKA) application for membership

E R N
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3.2
Historic Wooden Bridge

consulting engineers and heritage profess

at a public meeting held on

Several articles ap peared in the local press

during this quar ter as a
information session.

positive, but there were negative perc
ring the bridge, which
estimated to be around R28 million.

about the cost of repai

The proposal for the restorat

Much of the comment was

ion of the
was presented by
ionals
14/06/2016.

Bridge like Berlin
Wall — remove it!

The letter “R28m to repair old

bridge a waste”, TB, 13 July

result of the pu blic

eptions
is

about the Woodbridge renova-
tions, refers, Heritage, or no
heritage. Wanting to spend
R28m on the bridge is a total
madness. The new bridge is
running next to the old one.
To rebuild the old bridge,
heritage or not, makes no

sense.

The Table Bay Nature Reserve staff regularly

attend the project management team
meetings in order to give input on the planning

documents and participate in

developments regarding the wooden

be reported in future reports.

(PMT)

discussions. Future
bridge will
See Figures 3 0 5.

Remember what happened
to the “Berlin wall” after it
was of no use any more? Bits
and pieces had been sold to
collectors all over the world.
We have a piece of it at the
Waterfront.

Figure3. Article in the local press.

My idea would be: disman-
tle the bridge, take the wood,
still useable, and create tiny
little bridges as ornaments.
Attach a note of the history of
the bridge. That will make the
people happy who like to have
a reminder (dusting it off for
the next generation). Take
photos of the old one before
removing it. We have plenty
of artists in the country who
would be happy to create
something to remember.

Save the R28m; spare some
money for the removal.

There are plenty of people
around who would be happy
to have just R50 for some food

in a day.
ILSE HAAS
Table View

Progress on wooden bndge project

MONIOUE DUVAL

Dmonrique _duv

City of Cape Town will soon com-
mence with a detafled design for the
restoration of the historic woeoden

bridge in Milnerton.

Earlier this year the City hosted a public
participation meeting where consultants ex-
plained the restoration project will see the
entire bridge being dismantled and rebuilt
in the future.

Speaking at the meeting, Mike Scurr of
RennieScurrAdondorff Architects, said the
bridge, bullt in 1501 by the Fortress Compa-
ny of Royal Engineers during the South Afri-
can War for military access to the island,
had deteriorated significantly but remained
a vital part of the history of Milnerton.

In the period between 1942 and 1572 vari-
ous repair works were undertaken and in
1964 it was closed to vehicles, In 1987 it was

declared a national monument s once o

again closed for repalrs in 1960. Five years

Iater the bridge was reopened. and in 2007 ©»

it was closed once again due to safety rea-
SONS.

Dilapidated

Over the years, the bridge has deterforat-
ed further and residents have frequently
ralsed concerns about the dilapidated state,

According to Mayco member for trans.
port. Brétt Herron, the City's proposals wers
generally well recelved and the conceptual
planning report has just been approved by
the project ment team.

“The City’s prafessional service providers
are about to commence with the detail de
sign and preparation of tender documenta.
tion for a construction contract. The formal
heritage propess 16 still (o be completed, and

mwamrmmmmmm;mmmuummmm

historkc wooden bridge in Milnerton

is reliant on same of the detall which is still
to come.”

Herron explaing as the wooden bridge is
a provincial beritage site and the only sur
viving structure of its kind in South Africa,
the City has an obligation in terms of the Na-

Figure4. Article in the local press.

Wooden bridge
has huge potential

There Is controversy around
the restoration of the wooden
bridge at Woodbridge Island.

The City plans to restore
the bridge, but concerned
residents wrote letters to the
paper expressing the opinion
that the costs of the restora-
tion cannot be justified.

The restoration of the
wooden bridge is an initia-
tive of Transport Cape Town

Figure5. Article in the locapress.
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(TCT) which tends to view the
bridge merely as a structure
to be utilised by pedestrians
to cross the river, If this is
the case, it is indeed valid to
ask whether the cost of the
bridge can justify the utility
of the bridge.

However, if this bridge is
viewed in a broader context,
it has much more utility than
a mere pedestrian passage-
way. Woodbridge is a public
space with lots of potential
that is not unlocked due to a
lack of development. It can be

PHOTO: MOMIQUE DUVAL
tional Heritage Resources Act (NHRA) to

this structure.

preserve
“It is furthermore considered to be a Jand.
mark structure and once restored, will be-

come a functional non-motorised

transport
(NMT) link to Woodbridge Island,” he says,

argued that the Woodbridge
area has the potential to
become a magnificent public
space similar to Mouilly
Point. If this potential is
unlocked, the area can
become a popular destination
for tourists, holidaymakers
and residents, creating
business opportunities with
the associated jobs that will
hopefully far exceed the costs
of restoring the wooden
bridge. The restoring of the
wooden bridge is an essential
component of unlocking this

Herron added the bridge has been deterio-
rating at an increasing rate in recent years
and due to other demands on the mainte-
nance budget of Transport for Cape Town,
the City's transport authority, the mainte-
nance of the wooden bridge became less of
a priority once the adjacent concrete bridge
was opened, which provided alternative ac-
cess to Woodbridge Island.

“The wooden bridge has now deteriorated
to the polnt where it has had to be closed for
safety reasons, and given the City's obliga-
tions in terms of the NHRA, funding has now
been made available to rehabilitate this
structure.”

R27 million

The estimated budget for this project is
R27 million.

However, Herron says this amount does
not relate to the restoration of the bridge on-
ly, but Includes pedestrian links and land-
scaping at elther end of the bridge as well

Amid questions about why this bridge
neads to be restored while there is an adja-
. cent concrete road bridge, Herron says
while this structure does accommodate pe-
destrians, the footways are relatively nar
row with a high potential for conflict be
tween pedestrians and cyclists.

“The Intention is to reopen the wooden
bridge as a functional non-motorised trans.
port (NMT) link to the island that provides
safe passage for both pedestrians and cy.
clists. It is also hoped that residents and visi-
tors who make use of the wooden bridge will
linger on the structure and take advantage
of the views that this bridge offers.”

Construction is anticipated to commence
in October 2017, if all goes as planned,

It will take approximately 13 months to
complete,

potential, but it should only
be the start of the process,
not a singular event.

Members of the Milnerton
Central Residents Assoclation
(MCRA) attended the presen-
tation on the restoration of
the bridge and conveyed this
message. It is our hope that
more stakeholders in the
wooden bridge would view it
in a broader context and take
action to unlock the potential
of the area.

BOUWE VAN DER EEMS (MCRA)

Miinerton



4 FLORA

4.1

her at landi.louw@capetown.gov.za

Various Spring walks and wildflower surveys
Racecourse. More detail on these activities are reported by the Site Manage
want to become involved with future activites

were conducted during this quarter in the Milnerton

r Landi Louw. Volunteers who

are welcome contact Landi Louw at 021 444 0315 or email
. See Figure 6 below of an article in the local press.

Explormg Milnerton’s hidden gem

MONIQUE DUVAL
J @monique_duval

variety of residential complexes is one
of Milnerton’s best kept secrets - Table

Bay Nature Reserve.
Last week TygerBurger joined residents
for the annual Spring Flower Walk held at
Milnerton Racecourse by the City of Cape

Spring has officially sprung and amid a

Figure6. Article in the local press.

4.2

plants of special concern

CREW visited Milnerton Racecourse on

and found one
plant list, namely Ficinia secunda .

Two additional new plant species were found by the
Landi Louw during August,
Nidorella ivifolia (Bakbos) and Ficinia limosa (Pygmy
listed as Near

Site Manager

vleibessie). The
Threatened on the

latter species is
IUCN Red List.
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Town. Herea !otal of 259 plant species have
been recorded and most of these species
flower in spring. During these walks, visi-
tors get the unique opportunity to be guid-
ed through the southern area of the reserve

.which is normally inaccessible.

According an information pamphlet
handed at the walk, the racecourse has
been the pride of Milnerton since 1904 and
hosted some of South Africa’s biggest rac-
ing events, attracting up to 25 000 people
per day. The racecourse was eventually
closed and became the Milnerton Training
Centre and Stables.

When work began on the Royal Ascot de-
velopment in 2000, the conservation area
was given to the City to manage in 2003. By
2011, the racecourse was integrated into
the Table Bay Nature Reserve.

The Custodians of Rare & Endangered
Wildflowers (CREW) assist the Nature Reserve with
finding and monitoring red listed species and other

(see Figures 7 0 8 overleaf).

new species forthe Nat ur e

The area comprises 19.2 hectares of criti-
cally endangered Cape Flats sand fynbos.
More than 84% of this vegetation type has
been destroyed.

The walk was led by Landi Louw who ex-
plained of the 16% left, only 1.5% is con-
served.

“What we have behind us is very special.
Every year we find something new. In 2013
we had 32 red list species; we now have 35,
So there is always something interesting
happening. We also have grysbok and dur-
ing this year we did a count with residents.”

Shortly after entering the racecourse a
grysbok was spotted but it ran away quickly
as the group entered. Another surprise was
a snake. Throughout the walk, Louw gave
interesting information on the flowers and
birdlife spotted on the walk.

The group poses for a picture after a walk through Milnerton's natural wonder. PHOTO: MONIQUE DUVAL

08/08/2016
Re

namely

Figure 7. Members of the Custodians of Rare & Endanger

Wildflowers (CREW) at a site visit at the Milnerton Racecse.
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rispan the Milnerton Lagoon Section

Figure8. A flowering Ferraria c
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Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai

5 FAUNA

-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase

-Table Bay

5.1
Reserve team, covering 11 surveys sections.
species (see Figures 9 & 11 for details).

13 species with single -figure counts (totalling 45
birds) accounted for 2,2% of the water birds
including: 1 Yellowbilled egret, 1 Black
night heron, 1 Purple swamphen, 1 Pied kingfisher, 2
Cattle egret, 2 African black oystercatcher, 3
Blackheaded heron, 4 Purple heron, 4 Glossy ibis, 5
Little egret, 6 Mallard hy brid, 7 African spoonbill, and
8 Great ¢ rested grebe.

18 species with double -figure counts (totalling 545
birds) accounted for 26,3% of the water birds
including: 10 Little grebe, 10 Reed cormorant, 11
Sacred ibis, 12 Spurwinged goose, 12 Swift tern, 14
Grey heron, 14 Cape wagtail, 17 Blackwinged stilt,
26 Redbilled teal, 27 Blacksmith lapwing, 29
Common moorhen, 30 African darter, 35 Cape teal,
40 Whitebreasted cormorant, 46 Southern pochard,
66 Lesser flamingo, 67 Yellow billed duck, 79 Cape
shoveller.

6 species with triple -figure counts (totalling 1,485
birds) accounted for 71,6% of the water birds
including: 135 Kelp gull, 147 Greater flamingo, 218
Egyptian goose, 248 White pelican,
gull, 382 Redknobbed coot.

Additional  bush  birds included  Helmeted
guineafowl, Peregrine falcon, Pied crow, Cape
spurfowl, and Black -shouldered kite.

Zoarvlei

South, 40\

Zoarvlei
North, 35

Milnerton
Channel, 59

Figurel0. Relative contributionfrom each survey section.

An integrated water bird census was conducted on
The water birds numbered a total of 2,

-crowned

355 Hartlaub's

22/07/201 6. The census was done by the Nature
075 birds comprising of 37

H 13 species with single-figure counts

1 18 species with double-figure counts

m 6 species with triple-figure counts
Figure9. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts.

Cormorant
Itjis & S50

Aliens, 6

Plover &
waders, 60

Herons,
egrets and
darter, 60

Fish
predators,
Glebes, 18

Figurell Relative contribution from the various bird groups.
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5.2 A rehabilitated Cape grysbok was released at the Rietvlei Section of the Nature Reserve after it was
treated at the SPCA. Alocal ne  wspaper published an article ab  out the release ( see Figure 12 below).

Die Kaapse grysbok Is na 'n ongeluk weer In die natuur vrygelaat. Foto's: KAAPSE STADSRAAD

Kaapse grysbok weer bok vir sports na ongeluk

Marelize Barnard R A SR R e
e By AR e RE o
‘'n Kaapse grysbok wat in Au- ) < .
gustus deur 'n voertuig getref -
is, het so mooi herstel dat hy
in 'n Kaapstadse natuurreser-
vaat yrygelaat is.

Die Kaap de Goeie Hoop-die-
rebeskermingsvereniging het
die grysbok begin versorg na-
dat 'n motoris die bok langs
die pad gekry het.

Waar 'n grysbok gewoonlik
sku is en wegkruip, was dié
bok so deurmekaar nadat hy
raakgery is dat hy nie eens
kon weghardloop nie.

Die bok is twee weke lank
versorg en daarna in die Tafel- Net een kyk en daar verdwyn die Kaapse grysbok weer terug in die
baai-natuurreservaat vryge- veld.

laat.
Die Kaapse stadsraad sé ver- van slange tot skilpaaie en ys- wanneer nagdiere rondloop,
skeie diere word jaarliks op tervarkies. op die uitkyk te wees en te

die pad tussen Bloubergstrand Motoriste word gevra om deel in die verantwoordelik-
en Melkbosstrand doodgery - stadiger te ry en veral snags, heid om die diere te beskerm,

Figurel2. Article in the local press.
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Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai -natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase -Table Bay

Some photographs of exceptional wildlife sightings during this quarter are reproduced below:

Figurel3. Steenbok ewe at Rietvlei (photo by Frieda Prinsloo).

Figurel4. African fish eagle adult and juvenile at Rietvigihoto by Frieda Prinsloo).
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Figure16. A Blackheaded heron eating a Rhombic skaapsteker Figure 17. A Cape clawless otter at Rietvlei (photo bgndy
Milnerton Racecourse. Bullmore).
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SOIL

6.1 Shoreline erosion at Rietvlei is being monitored and stabilisation is taking place by means of plant
indigenous wetland vegetation at selected sites.

WATER

Rainfall recorded in the Table Bay Nature Reserve (at Rietvlei Water Area and the Milnerton
Racecourse) returned to normal patterns after an exceptionally dry year in 2015.

The rainfall during this quarter was 205.5mm at Rietvlei and 201.5mm at Milnerton Racecourse. The ye
total rainfall to date is 430mm at Rietvlei and 403.2mm at M ilnerton Racecourse. Currently the seasonal pans
are flooded and there is no dust problem.

Figure 18 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over the

average rainfall pattern for the area. Figure 19 indicates the rainfall accumulation curves of Rietvlei and
Milnerton Racecourse plotted over the average accumulatio n curve for the area.
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Figurel8. Monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and MilnertofRacecourse plotted over average rainfall pattern.
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Figurel9. Rainfall accumulation curves of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over average accumulation curve.
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7.2 Water pollution is one of the most critical threats  to the natural ecosystem in the Nature Reserve and
has again receive d much attention in the local press due to concerns about the impacts on public health

and the environment. The Health Department requested the Nature Reserve staff to place public warning

signs at various access points at the Milnerton Lagoon which also led to a media enquiry. Area Man ager
Koos Retief and various other City officials responded to questions from the media (see Figures 20 9 21).

Figure20. Articlein the local press.
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