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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Rietvlei Water Area  is a  key feature in the Table Bay Nature Reserve as it used intensively for watersport 

and shore -based recreation. The highlight of this quarter was the re -launching of the Cityõs refurbished 

double -jetty  which is used by water users to embark and disembark from launched ves sels.  

The Milnerton Aquatic Club õs calendar of special events for the 2016-2017 season was published this quarter.  

The club also donated a taxidermy mount of a Cape clawless otter  to the Nature Reserve  to be used as an 

educational resource . 

Various programmes were offered for the p ublicõs benefit this quarter, including the very popular school 

holiday programmes  and the annual Spring walks  at Milnerton Racecourse (see Figure 1 below) .  

The Protected Area Advisory Committee  (PAAC)  had itõs fifth meeting this quarter. Some of the issues being 

addressed by the PAAC includes  the poor water quality  and the associated public and environmental 

health concerns in the Milnerton Lagoon.  

Public health warning signs  were placed at the Milnerton Lagoon . The public can help to address sewage 

spills and overflow s by log ging service request s with the City of Cape Town  by using the on -line form at this 

link: Welcome to Service Request s. 

Other issues that are being debate d  in the public domain include the restoration of the historic wooden 

bridge  as well as the allocation of sites for fireworks  near the Nature Reserve.  

Three new interns  were placed at the Nature Reserve during this quar ter and will be employed for a year.  

Some of the issues that the interns are dealing with include the management of compliance with 

Regulations . Various non -compliant neighbours are impacting the Nature Reserve in negative ways. The 

Coastal Section at Sunset Beach and the boundaries at Mi lnerton Ridge and Table View suffer the most 

from illegal activities such as encroachment from private properties  and allowing pets in the reserve . 

The rainfall patterns  have returned to normal and the seasonal wetlands  are cu rrently inundated with water.  

 

Figure 1. The Milnerton Racecourse is a management section of the Table Bay Nature Reserve and protects Cape Flats Sand Fynbos. 
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2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 HIGHLIGHT: The refurbished Rietvlei floating jetty  was re -launched on 27/09/2016  (see Figure 2 

below) . The jetty, which is about 20 years old, required the replacement of the timber decking and steel 

fittings. The jetty is essential to the recreational use of the Rietvlei Water Area . It is hoped that the refurbished 

jetty will serve the water users for another 20 years (Read more about this at section 12 ). 

 

Figure 2. A crane being used to launch the two jetty panels. 

2.2 CHALLENGE: The lack of compliance with Regulatio ns impacts the Table Bay Nature Reserve in many 

negative ways.  Not only is the impact of displaced people in the nature reserve becoming more intense, 

but private land -owners on the boundary of t he nature reserve are also causing negative impacts. Various 

property owners are placing structures, rubble and alien vegetation in the nature reserve without the 

permission of the Management Authority (Read more about this at section 11 ). 

 

3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1  The Protected Area Advisory Committee  (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its fifth  meeting 

on 21/ 07/ 2016. The meeting was attended by 28 representatives  from 19 organisations (see below):  

Cape Bird Club  

Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve  

CapeNature  

CCT: Subcouncil 1  

CCT: Biodiversity Management Branch  

CCT: Rivers, Stormwater & Catchment Management  

CCT: Stormwater & Sustainability Branch  

Friends of Blaauwberg Conservation Area  

Friends of Rietvlei  

Milne rton Aquatic Club  

Milnerton Canoe Club   

Milnerton Central Residents Association  

Milnerton Golf Club  

Milnerton Ridge Ratepayers Association  

Paardeneiland City Improvement District  

SANCCOB 

Sunset Beach Homeowners Association  

Sunset Links Home Owners Associat ion  

Woodbridge Island Body Corporate  

Some of the items on the agenda included : 

¶ Annual water quality review , presentation by Ms Candice Haskins ; 

¶ Milnerton Lagoon Habitat Restoration , presentation by Dr Dirk van Driel ; 

¶ MAC shoreline stabilisation , feedback by Mr William Gravett ; 

¶ SANCCOBõs Chick Rearing Unit, presentation by Ms Romy Klusener ; 

¶ Request from small craft dealer to increase power boat length limit at Rietvlei from 18 to 23 ft .; 

¶ Milnerton Aquatic Club calendar 2016 -2017; 

¶ Diep Estuary Action Plan , feedback by Ms Landi Louw ; and  

¶ South African Kite Surfing Association õs (SAKA) application for membership .   
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3.2 The proposal for the restorat ion of the 

Historic Wooden Bridge  was presented by 

consulting engineers and heritage profess ionals 

at a public meeting held on  14/06/2016.  

Several articles ap peared in the local press  

during this quar ter as a result of the pu b lic 

information session. Much of the comment was 

positive, but there were negative perc eptions 

about the cost of repai ring the bridge, which  is 

estimated to be around R28 million.  

The Table Bay Nature Reserve staff regularly 

at tend the project management team (PMT) 

meetings in order to give input on the planning 

documents and participate in discussions. Future 

developments regarding the wooden  bridge will 

be reported in future reports.  See Figures 3 ð 5. 
 

Figure 3. Article in the local press. 

 

Figure 4. Article in the local press. 

 

Figure 5. Article in the local press. 



Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai -natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase -Table Bay  
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT ð 1 JULY TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2016 5 

 

4 FLORA 

4.1 Various Spring walks and wildflower surveys  were conducted during this quarter in the Milnerton 

Racecourse. More detail on these activities are reported by the Site Manage r Landi Louw. Volunteers who 

want to become involved with future activites are welcome contact Landi Louw at 021 444 0315 or email 

her at landi.louw@capetown.gov.za . See Figure 6 below of an article in the local press.  

 

 

Figure 6. Article in the local press. 

4.2 The Custodians of Rare & Endangered 

Wildflowers (CREW)  assist the Nature Reserve with 

finding and monitoring red listed species and other 

plants of special concern  (see Figures 7 ð 8 overleaf).  

CREW visited Milnerton Racecourse on 08/08/2016 

and found one new species for the Nature Reserveõs 

plant list, namely Ficinia secunda .  

Two additional new plant species were found by the 

Site Manager Landi Louw during August, namely 

Nidorella ivifolia  (Bakbos) and Ficinia limosa  (Pygmy 

vleibessie). The latter species is listed as Near 

Threatened on the IUCN Red List. 

 

Figure 7. Members of the Custodians of Rare & Endangered 
Wildflowers (CREW) at a site visit at the Milnerton Racecourse. 
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Figure 8. A flowering Ferraria crispa in the Milnerton Lagoon Section. 
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5 FAUNA 

5.1  An integrated water bird census  was conducted on  22/ 07/201 6. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve team, covering 11 surveys sections. The water birds numbered a total of 2, 075 birds comprising of 37 

species (see Figures 9 ð 11 for details).  

13 species with single -figure counts (totalling 45 

birds) accounted for 2,2% of the water birds , 

including: 1 Yellowbilled egret, 1 Black -crowned 

night heron, 1 Purple swamphen, 1 Pied kingfisher, 2 

Cattle egret, 2 African black oystercatcher, 3 

Blackheaded heron, 4 Purple heron, 4 Glossy ibis, 5 

Little egret, 6 Mallard hy brid, 7 African spoonbill, and 

8 Great c rested grebe.  

18 species with double -figure counts (totalling 545 

birds) accounted for 26,3% of the water birds , 

including: 10 Little grebe, 10 Reed cormorant, 11 

Sacred ibis, 12 Spurwinged goose, 12 Swift tern, 14 

Grey heron, 14 Cape wagtail, 17 Blackwinged stilt, 

26 Redbilled teal, 27 Blacksmith lapwing, 29 

Common moorhen, 30 African darter, 35 Cape teal, 

40 Whitebreasted cormorant, 46 Southern pochard, 

66 Lesser flamingo, 67 Yellow billed duck, 79 Cape 

shoveller.  

6 species with triple -figure counts (totalling 1,485 

birds) accounted for 71,6% of the water birds , 

including: 135 Kelp gull, 147 Greater flamingo, 218 

Egyptian goose, 248 White pelican, 355 Hartlaub's 

gull, 382 Redknobbed coot.  

Additional bush birds included Helmeted 

guineafowl, Peregrine falcon, Pied crow, Cape 

spurfowl, and Black -shouldered kite.  
 

Figure 9. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts. 

 

Figure 10. Relative contribution from each survey section. 

 

Figure 11. Relative contribution from the various bird groups. 
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5.2 A rehabilitated Cape grysbok was released  at the Rietvlei Section of the Nature Reserve after it was 

treated at the SPCA. A local ne wspaper published an article ab out the release ( see Figure 12 below).  

 

Figure 12. Article in the local press. 
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Some photographs of exceptional wildlife sightings during this quarter are reproduced below:  

 

Figure 13. Steenbok ewe at Rietvlei (photo by Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 14. African fish eagle adult and juvenile at Rietvlei (photo by Frieda Prinsloo). 
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Figure 15. A Cape dwarf chameleon at Rietvlei. 

  

 

Figure 16. A Black-headed heron eating a Rhombic skaapsteker at 
Milnerton Racecourse. 

 

Figure 17. A Cape clawless otter at Rietvlei (photo by Andy 
Bullmore). 
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6 SOIL 

6.1 Shoreline erosion  a t Rietvlei is being monitored and stabilisation is taking place by means of plant ed 

indigenous wetland vegetation at selected sites.  

7 WATER 

7.1  Rainfall recorded  in the Table Bay Nature  Reserve (at Rietvlei Water Area and the Milnerton  

Racecourse) returned to normal patterns after an exceptionally dry year in 2015.  

The rainfall during this quarter was 205.5mm at Rietvlei  and 201.5mm at Milnerton Racecourse.  The yearõs 

total rainfall to date is 430mm at Rietvlei and 403.2mm at M ilnerton Racecourse.  Currently the seasonal pans 

are flooded and there is no dust problem.  

Figure 18 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over the 

average rainfall pattern for the area. Figure 19 indicates  the rainfall  accumulation curves of Rietvlei and 

Milnerton  Racecourse plotted over the average accumulatio n curve for the area.  

 

Figure 18. Monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over average rainfall pattern. 

 

Figure 19. Rainfall accumulation curves of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse plotted over average accumulation curve. 
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7.2 Water pollution  is one of the most critical threats to the natural ecosystem in the Nature Reserve and 

has again receive d  much attention in the local press due to concerns about the impacts on public health 

and the environment. The Health Department requested the Nature Reserve staff to place public warning  

signs at various access points at the Milnerton Lagoon which also led to a media enquiry. Area Man ager 

Koos Retief and various other City officials responded to questions from  the media (see Figures 20 ð 21). 

 

Figure 20. Article in the local press. 

  






































