
 

This quarterly report summarises the activities of the City of Cape Townõs Biodiversity Management Branch at 

the Table Bay Nature Reserve for the period from 1 April to 30 June 2014.  
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Figure 1. Great white pelicans eating a Common carp (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 
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1 AREA MANAGERõS SECTION 

1.1  Fears of flooding  prompted several local residents to complain about what is being done to prevent 

future flood damage.  The perception is that riverine vegetation is responsible for flooding as this may be 

blocking the flow of water in the river. The local media were also drawn in on the debate and an article was 

published in the local press (see below Figure 2). 

The flood levels of the Diep River are mapped . Various flood levels (from 1 -in-20 to 1 -in-100 year flood 

scenarios) are known to intersect with many low -lying developments in Milnerton and Table View.  

The flooding risk is primarily a factor of the amount of precipitation that falls over a period of time in the Diep 

River catchment. The more rain  falls over a shorter period of time, the higher the risk of flooding. In addition , 

the behaviour of the flood water as it accumulates and flows down to the sea is determined by the 

landscape as well as existing water in the system.  

Though vegetation is known to slow the flow of water in a river, this slowing effect is not the same as 

blocking . It is actually beneficial as it prevents erosion and the kind  of land -slides associated with fast 

flowing water . On occasions when flooding took place, water levels were high throughout the system, and 

this has very little to do with the vegetation.  There are no cases of vegetation blocking the flow of water.  

Variou s river maintenance works is taking place. The Stormwater Department ensures that vegetation in 

front of storm -water outfall pipes that drain developments is cleared to prevent back -flooding into those 

developments. Floating alien waterweeds are removed fr om rivers for biodiversity reasons.  

Flood risk mitigation is a very complex issue in Cape Town . A recent media release indicated what each of 

the following department s are doing, including Disaster Risk Management (DRM);  Transport for Cape Town 

(TCT); Environmental Resource Management (ERM);  Human Settlements Directorate;  Solid Waste 

Management;  City Parks; and even  Social Development.  

Every year, there is a massive city -wide pre -winter storm -water clearing programme. The purpose is to 

reduce, as much as possible, any resistance to the flow of water in man -made storm -water infrastructure.  

In natural waterways, machine excavations are pr actically impossible. Environmental legislation does not 

allow machine excavations or any form of dredging in rivers, specifically to protect developments from 

erosion and landslides associated with the loss of vegetation, not to mention the environmental damage.  

 

Figure 2. Article in the local press about flooding fears. 
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1.2 The Cape Radio Flyersõ lease  of  a portion of the Rietvlei Section of the Table Bay Nature Reserve was 

valid for 20 years from 1 June 1994 until 31 May 201 4. At the expiry of their lease it was understood that the 

club would have no further rights to access the land and that the land will be restored to natural in keeping 

with the wetland character of the Nature Reserve.  

The Cape Radio Flyers however applied  to Property Management for a new lease, and this application was 

circulated internally in the City of Cape Town for comment. The Environmental Resource Management 

Department, which includes Biodiversity Management, commented on the application to the effe ct that it 

was not supported.  

Property Managementõs report on the application did not support the renewal of the lease either. As a 

result the Club applied to undertake a Public Participation Process to gain support for their application. The 

Clubõs intent to apply for a lease renewal was therefore advertised in Die Burger and the Cape Times on 2 

May 2014. Thirty days were given for interested and affected parties to comment. The Environmental 

Resource Management Department submitted comments again to the effect that it was not supported.  

The commenting period has closed on 2 June 2014. The Cape Radio Flyers was presented with the 

comments and now has an opportunity to respond to the comments. The Property Management 

Department will consider their responses  and will draft a report with their final recommendation. This report 

will then serve before Councilõs various committees for a decision in due course. 

In the meantime the club has discussed the matter in the media as well, with the result that several med ia 

articles appeared during this quarter (see Figure 3 and Appendix A below). Figure 4 below indicates a large 

flock of pelicans using the flood ed  site of the runway as a roosting area.  

 

Figure 3. Photo caption in the local press about the Cape Radio Flyers. 

 

Figure 4. A large flock of pelicans roosting on the site of the Cape Radio Flyers' runway. 
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2 HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLENGES 

This quarter was also the Councilõs financial year end, meaning that much of the focus was on closing off 

capital expenditure projects in time for invoicing. The following highlights are noteworthy from this quarter:  

¶ Various invasive vegetation clearing projects  are progressing well in the field;  

¶ Vegetation restoration  work in previously disturbed areas is starting to improve biodiversity;  

¶ Fish surveys have confirmed the presence of seven fish species that occur in the Rietvlei waters;  

¶ Rainfall  has been e xceptionally high during the month of June;  

¶ Nature Reserve staff assisted with large scale controlled  burning  operations at Brakkefontein;  

¶ Reserve meeting rooms  were used to the benefit of at least 399 people over 23 events;  

¶ Environmental education  and out reach reached at least 370 people over 10 events;  

¶ Income and visitors  during this quarter exceeded the corresponding quarter from previous years;  

¶ Staff underwent 101 person  days  of training  over 13 training interventions ; 

¶ The trial period for paddling, canoeing and stand -up paddling  was successful;  

¶ Capital expenditure of almost R990,000  was invested in the Nature Reserve, including the following 

projects:  

¶  Various sections of fencing  exceeding 1,300m; and  

¶  A seven seater Nissan NV200  to replace a written  off vehicle . 

2.1 New staff  

Staff establishment  grew by three people, including Mashudu Sikhwivhilu  (SANBI Groen Sebenza intern), 

Fundiswa Sigwayi  (altenative placement  / external transfer  to a cleaner position), and Derick Coetzee  

(altenative placement / external transfer  to a visitor controller position) (see Figures 5 -6 below) . 

 

Figure 5. Mashudu Sikhwivhilu is a SANBI Groen Sebenza intern who 
will be focussing on the management of the Coastal and Zoarvlei 
Sections. 

 

Figure 6. Fundiswa Sigwayi was transferred to the Rietvlei office as 
an alternative placement from another department. She will be 
working in the office as a cleaner. 
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3 BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT 

3.1  The biodiversity of Table Bay Nature  Reserve  

is constantly monitored and recorded on a 

centralised database  (see Appendix B ).  

Below Figures 7 -13 are images of some specimens 

found in the field.  

The Hamerkop is a very rare bird in this area. The 

photograph in Fi gure 6 is somewhat feint, but it is 

clearly discernable as a Hamerkop. It was 

photographed near the Theo Marais Sports Grounds.  

The plants from Figures 8-12 were sampled inside the 

Rietvlei Wetland Section, and the Blue Emperor was 

photographed in the Milnerton Racecourse Section.  

Residents and  visitors are encourage to submit 

images of interesting species from the nature reserve 

for identification  by a biodi versity specialist . 
 

Figure 7. Hamerkop (photo: C. Singo). 

 

Figure 8. Limonium equisetinum. 

 

Figure 9. Metalasia muricata. 

 

Figure 10. Pseudognaphalium undulatum. 

 

Figure 11. Plecostachys serpyllifolia. 

 

Figure 12. Stoebe plumosa. 

 

Figure 13. Blue emperor (Anax imperator 
subspecies mauricianus). 
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3.2  Wildlife photography  is an important 

passtime for many.  

Jan and Frieda Prinslooõs images (Figures 14-16) 

below capture some of the outstanding sightings this 

quarter , including Large grey mongoose, Great 

white pelicans, and Greater crested grebes.  

Visitors are encouraged to submit their photographs 

via email, as these can offen assist the reserve 

management team to confirm the presence of 

certain species.  
 

Figure 14. Large grey mongoose family (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 15. Great white pelicans eating a Common carp (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 

 

Figure 16. Great crested grebe mother with a baby on her back (photo: Frieda Prinsloo). 
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4 NATURE CONSERVATION 

4.1  Flora Management   

4.1.1  Invasive vegetation clearing  efforts mainly focussed on  the following  areas (see Figures 17-18): 

¶ Follow -up clearing of Port Jackson and Manatoka in the Milnerton Lagoon Section . 

¶ Followðup  clearing of Port Jackson and hand -removal of emergent w eeds on the Eastern bank of 

the Diep River Section ;  

¶ Followðup  clearing of Port Jackson on the Western bank of the Diep River Section ; 

¶ Water Hyacinth  removal and follow -up clearing of Port Jackson, M anatoka, Brazilian p epp er and 

hand -pulling of emergent w eeds  at the Milnerton Ridge boundary of Rietvlei Section ; 

¶ Water Hyacinth removal and follow -up clearing of Port Jackson, Palm trees and hand -pulling of 

emergent w eeds at the Table View Boundary of Rietvlei  Section ; and  

¶ Water Hyacinth removal and follow -up clearing of Port Jackson  and Manatoka and general litter 

clean -ups in the Zoarvlei Section . 

 

Figure 17. Removal of brush material from Milnerton Lagoon 
Section. 

 

Figure 18. General litter clean-up in the Zoarvlei Section. 

  

4.1.2 Previously disturbed natural areas  were 

restored during this quarter by means of the planting 

of cultivate d  indigenous plants  (see Figure 19).  

The focus areas included edges of the Rietvlei 

wetlands as well as the Table View boundary of 

Rietvlei  that were previously disturbed by 

developments in the 1960s and 1970s.  

Taaibos, Bietoubos, and Euclea racemosa  plants are 

useful pioneer species that assist restoration of 

natura l vegetation. The plants form shrubs that 

attract various other animals and birds that assist 

further with natural seed dispersal.  

Over a period of several decades it is hoped that 

the disturbed areas would again resemble the 

typical coastal Strandveld veg etation  of the region . 

The Biodiversity Management Branch is designing 

templates for vegetation restoration plans that will 

be used to fund and manage restoration efforts on 

individual nature reserves. The propagation of 

indigenous plants for restoration p urposes is a very 

costly and time -consuming exercise.  
 

Figure 19. Disturbed area being planted with indigenous plants. 
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4.2  Fauna Management  

4.2.1  Monitoring of wildlife: Counts and sightings   

4.2.1.1  An integrated bird census  was conducted on 

25/0 4/2014. The census was done by Nature 

Conservation staff and volunteers , covering 11 

survey sections  (see Figures 20-22).  

The water birds alone numbered a total of 2,209 

birds comprising of 39 species. This is 839 more birds 

than the corresponding survey of 2013.  

These included 6 Great crested grebe, 12 Little 

grebe, 202 White pelican, 32 Whitebreasted 

cormorant, 71 Reed cormorant, 10 African darter, 21 

Grey heron, 1 Blackheaded heron, 10 Purple heron, 

21 Little egret, 5 Yellowb illed egret, 4 Cattle egret, 2 

Black -crowned night heron, 62 Sacred ibis, 3 Glossy 

ibis, 1 African spoonbill, 44 Greater flamingo, 50 

Lesser flamingo, 243 Egyptian goose, 177 

Yellowbilled duck, 14 Cape teal, 17 Redbilled teal, 

48 Cape shoveller, 3 African marsh harrier, 2 Purple 

swamphen, 64 Common moorhen, 448 Redknobbed 

coot, 1 African black oystercatcher, 59 Blacksmith 

lapwing, 4 Pied avocet, 12 Blackwinged stilt, 6 Water 

thicknee, 183 Kelp gull, 270 Hartlaub's gull, 47 Swift 

tern, 10 Pied kingfisher, 3 Malachite kingfisher, 33 

Cape wagtail, and 8 Mallard hybrid s. 

Other species recorded included Cape weaver , 

Rock kestrel , Common waxbill , Cape White -eye , 

Pied crow , Grey -headed gull , Karoon Prinia, Red 

bishop , Blackshouldered kite , Orangethroated 

(Cape) longclaw , Clicking stream frog , and Cape 

reed (Lesser swamp) warbler .  

Figure 20. Results of bird census. 

 

Figure 21. Pie chart of numbers of birds per section. 

 

Figure 22. Pie chart of groups of birds. 
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4.2.1.2 A fish survey was conducted from 23 -

24/04/2014  with assistance from Corne Erasmus of  

the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 

The species that were sampled include  (see Figures 

23-24): 

¶ Springer / flathead mullet (Mugil cephalus ); 

¶ Harders ( Liza richardsonii ); 

¶ Common carp ( Cyprinus carpio ); 

¶ Estuarine round herring ( Gilchristella aestuaria ); 

¶ Banded tilapia / vlei kurper (Tilapia sparrmanii ); 

¶ Sharptooth c atfish (Clarias gariepinus ); and  

¶ Mosquito fish  (Gambusia affinis ). 

 

Figure 23. Student with a sharp-tooth catfish.  

 

Figure 24. Measuring a mosquito fish. 

 

4.3 Dune management  at the Sunset Beach boundary of the Coastal Section has become a problem 

due to the boardwalks at beach access points suffering damage and weathering.  Pedestrians are by -

passing the baordwalks and walking on the sand.   

A site meeting was held with staff f rom the Sport and Recreation Department, who maintains the Cityõs 

beaches and placed the boardwalk s at various access points  (see Figure 25) . Their request was that 

Biodiversity Management should take over the management of the boardwalks since the Coastal  Section is 

now determined to be part of the Nature Reserve.   

Biodiversity Management however felt that boardwalks are not the correct method for beach access points 

due to the dynamic nature of the environment along the coast. The boardwalks should be rem oved and 

access should be left open at specific points. P eople should be allowed to walk  directly onto the sand. We 

await feedback from Sport and Recreation about this proposal.  

 

Figure 25. North Regional Manager, Bongani Mnisi, with staff from the Sport and Recreation Department. 
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5 WATER MANAGEMENT 

5.1  Water quality  

5.1.1  The water quality  of the Table Bay Nature 

Reserve was monitored by reserve staff on three 

occasions at 15 monitoring points.  

The monitoring dates were 15/04, 27/05, and 

24/06/2014. During the sampling operations two 

UNISA students volunteered to assist to gain 

experience of water sampling techniques in the field 

(see Figure 26). 

5.1.2 An annual review of water quaility  in and 

around the Rietvlei wetlands was presented at a 

Rietvlei Management Working Group meeting by 

Candic e Haskins on 12/06/2014.  The review tracks 

water quality trends over long periods .  
 

Figure 26. UNISA student volunteers assisting with water sampling. 

5.2  Rainfall Measurements  

5.2.1  Rainfall records  are stored from two locations in the Table Bay Nature Reserve (Rietvlei Water Area 

and the Milnerton Racecourse) into  a central database.  Total rainfall recorded this quarter was 296.6mm at 

Rietvlei and 265.9mm at Milnerton Racecourse.  

Below Figure 27 indicates the rainfall records from Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse for the previous two 

quarters  of 2014, plotted over the average rainfa ll pattern for the reserve since 2000. The month of June 

recorded an above -average  rainfall for both locations . 

Figure 28 indicates the accummulation curve of the total annual rainfall at Rietvlei and Milnerton 

Racecourse. Both curves are well above the av erage rainfall accummulation curve for the Nature Reserve.  

This indicates that the total rainfall by the end of 2014 is expected to be higher than normal.  Observations 

indicated that the Diep River breached into  seasonal  pans on 04/06/2014.  

 

Figure 27. Rainfall records in 2014. 

 

Figure 28. Accumulation of rainfall in 2014. 

5.2.2 Stormwater management measures  are 

conducted annually pre -winter by the cityõs 

Stormwater Department. This work entails clearing 

stormwater canals and removing vegetation where 

stormwater pipes fall out into the environment to 

prevent backflooding of stormwater into developed 

areas.   

Figure 29 across  indicates the Milnerton Lagoon 

mouth where the pipes draining Paardeneiland 

through Zoarvlei are blocked by marine sand. The 

pipes are cleared regularly to prevent flooding   

Figure 29. Stormwater machines working in lagoon mouth. 
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6 FIRE MANAGEMENT 

6.1. The remains of Chinese lanterns  found in the nature reserve  are shown  below in Figures 30-31. These 

lanterns, although very popular, are extremely dangerous in natural environments. Many nature reserves 

have suffered wild fires due to fall ing  Chinese lanterns. The public are discouraged from sending Chinese 

lanterns into the air, as these can caus e wild fires and result in loss of property or lives.  

 

Figure 30. Remains of a Chinese lantern. 

 

Figure 31. Remains of a Chinese lantern. 

6.2 Controlled burning of brush piles  was undertaken at Brakkefontein Nature Reserve near Atlantis. The 

Table Bay team assisted several other nature reserve teams to burn more than a 900 brush piles in two day s 

from 26 -27/05/2014  (see Figure 32) . 

 

Figure 32. Some of the brush piles being burnt at Brakkefontein Nature Reserve. 
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7 COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT 

7.1 The Dolphin Beach Hotel  is a direct neighbour of the Table Bay Nature Reserve. The landscaping 

team at the hotel alleg edly contraven ed sections of the National Environment Management Act by  

denuding about 1200 square meters of vegetation and flattening a dune between the hotel and the sea . 

The only apparent reason for the damage to these dunes was to open a view of the sea from  the hot elõs 

Blowfish Restaurant.  The matter was reported to the provincial Department of Environmental Affairs and 

Development Planning (DEA&DP) for further investigation. The damage to the dunes has since stopped.  

 

Figure 33. A Dolphin Beach Hotel employee removing sand and 
vegetation from a sensitive fore-dune. 

 

Figure 34. Extent and location of the damaged dunes in front of the 
Blowfish Restaurant. 

  

7.2 The Milnerton Golf Course and Sunset Links  is 

a direct neighbour of the Table Bay nature Reserve. 

Their landscaping team dumped large amounts of 

garden refuse and grass clippings in the Nature 

Reserve. This was observed and photographed by 

site manager Landi Louw. Th e dumping was 

creeping into the Milnerton Lagoon Section of the 

reserve  and establishing alien plants . 

A notice was issued to the golf course to comply 

with local by -laws and to remove all the dumping at 

their own costs, which they did shortly after . 

Landi Louw supervised the clean -up work and will 

also monitor that no future dumping takes places.  

 

Figure 35. Dumping of landscape refuse from Milnerton Golf Course 
and Sunset Links into Milnerton Lagoon Section (photo: L Louw). 

 

Figure 36. Dumping of landscape refuse from Milnerton Golf Course 
and Sunset Links into Milnerton Lagoon Section (photo: L Louw). 

 

Figure 37. Dumping of landscape refuse from Milnerton Golf Course 
and Sunset Links into Milnerton Lagoon Section (photo: L Louw). 
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7.3 An assault case against a displaced person , Ynita Davids,  who attacked nature reserve staff in the 

field during a clean -up operation, was concluded in the Cape Town Court on 21/05/2014. The state 

prosecutor and the legal aid defence attorney mediated an out -of -court written agreement, between the 

complainants and the accused. The terms of the agreement are:  

òThat the accused [Ynita Davids] and her partner Michael Jacobs refrain from entering Table Bay Nature 

Reserve and refrain from interfering with employees of City of Cape Town Nature Conservation and refrain 

from intimidating them in any way.ó 

Failure to adhere to this agreement could result in this case being  re-opened against the acc used.  

7.4 A break -in occurred at the Rietvlei Education Cen tre over the weekend of 28 -29/06/2014. A 

computer and electronic items were stolen. Some of the items belonged to the City of Cape Town. The 

Friends of Rietvlei, who co -own the centre, have been i nformed about the incident.  

Improved security measures are to be installed at the Rietvlei Education Centre and the Rietvlei main 

entrance gateõs security kiosk. Insurance claims were lodged to refund the stolen items.  

7.5 Several cattle were impounded  du ring this 

quarter in the Diep River Section. The Atlantis Animal 

Pound charges fees for the release of these animals, 

and if they are not redeemed, they stand to be 

auctioned off ( see Figure 38 across). 

7.6 Illegal occupations and displaced people 

were removed from underneath bridges and various 

other locations in the Nature Reserve, including in 

the Zoarvlei Section. An additional two displaced 

people were arrested in Zoarvlei and charged for 

violent intimidation of staff in the field. Intimidation of 

staff in any way will not be tolerated and offenders 

will be arrested immediately.  

 

Figure 38. Cattle in the Diep River Section that were about to be 
impounded. 

  

 

Figure 39. Illegal occupations under Otto du Plessis Drive bridge 
near Paddocks complex. 

 

Figure 40. Illegal occupations under the Blaauwberg Road bridge. 
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8 PEOPLE AND CONSERVATION 

¶ Table Bay NR staff attended no less than 21 

official meetings with stakeholders;  

¶ The reserve facilities were used to benefit no less 

than 399 people over 23 events; and  

¶ Environmental education and outreach 

benefited no less than 370 people over 10 events.  

 

Figure 41. EPWP social staff braai gathering. 

8.1  Stakeholder Engagement  

8.1.1  Internal meetings   

Table Bay NR staff attended no less than eight  

internal planning meetings (see below).  

¶ 02/04/2014: CPUT students competence 

assessments 

¶ 25/04/2014: North Region management meeting  

(Rietvlei office)  

¶ 08/05/2014: Legal compliance assessment  

¶ 09/05/2014: EPWP social staff braai gathering  

¶ 29/05/2014: Branch meeting (Helderberg Nature 

Reserve)  

¶ 30/05/2014: North Region management meeting 

(Blaauwberg office)  

¶ 06/06/2014: Staff incapacity investigation  

¶ 20/06/20 14: CPUT students competence 

assessments 

  

8.1.2  External meetings  

Table Bay NR staff attended no less than 13 external liaison meetings (see below).  

¶ 03/04/2014: Groen Sebenza Intership interviews  

¶ 03/04/2014: Rivergate Development site inspection  

¶ 04/04/2014: Zoarvlei Management Advisory Committee  

¶ 10/04/2014: Rietvlei Management Working Group  

¶ 25/04/2014: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee  

¶ 30/04/2014: River Club site inspection  

¶ 08/05/2014: Friends of Rietvlei Annual General Meeting  

¶ 22/05/2014: CPUTõs Work-integrated Learning review  

¶ 30/05/2014: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee  

¶ 02/06/2014: Sunset Beach coastal section with Sports & Recreation Department about boardwalks  

¶ 03/06/2014: EPWP implementing agent  regarding Rietvlei boardwalk repairs  

¶ 12/06/2014: NCC Environmental Services regarding NQF5 learnership  

¶ 12/05/2014: Rietvlei Management Working Group  
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8.2  Partnerships and Benefits to People  

8.2.1 Rietvlei Education Centre Usage  

The usage of the Rietvlei Education Centre  at the Table Bay Nature Reserve, excluding school groups, 

generated 35 person days of benefit to people over three event days. See Table 1 below.  

Table 1.Rietvlei Education Centre usage.  

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

09/04/2014  CTEET Learnerships  Chainsaw and Brush -cutter training  6 

10/04/2014  Rietvlei Management Working Group  Meeting  8 

17/06/2014  Expanded Public Works Programme  Health & Safety meeting  21 

TOTALS 35 

 

8.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage  

The usage of the Rietvlei Boma  at the Table Bay Nature Reserve generated 334 person days of benefit to 

people over 2 0 event days. See Table 2 below . 

Table 2. Rietvlei Boma usage.  

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY 
PERSON 

DAYS 

04/04/2014  Provincial Ground Crew Working Group  Meeting  10 

09/04/2014  Natanya Dreyer & BMB Comm. team  Basic EE and communication training  5 

10/04/2014  Natanya Dreyer & BMB Comm. team  Basic EE and communication training  12 

29/04/2014  EPWP working group  Health and Safety  14 

30/04/2014  IDP & OPM Department, CCT  Staff Workshop  15 

05/05/2014  EPWP working group  Health and Safety  27 

12/05/2014  EPWP working group  Health and Safety  23 

19/05/2014  EPWP working group  Health and Safety  24 

19/05/2014  Charline Mc Kie (boardroom)  Meeting  4 

28/05/2014  BMB - CCT Practical Training, Labour  Training  30 

30/05/2014  Budget Department  Workshop  11 

04/06/2014  Charline (boardroom)  Meeting  4 

10/06/2014  Bionet Alliance Partnership  Committee meeting  15 

12/06/2014  CCT ERMD Learnership Support day  30 

13/06/2014  Provincial Ground Crew Working Group  Meeting  10 

17/06/2014  Zulakaconsulting  Smart Driver Training  20 

18/06/2014  Zulakaconsulting  Smart Driver Training  19 

23/06/2014  BMB senior staff  Labour Relation s training  17 

24/06/2014  Zulakaconsulting  Smart Driver Training  22 

25/06/2014  Zulakaconsulting  Smart Driver Training  22 

TOTAL 334 
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8.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach  

Environmental education and outreach  at the Table Bay Nature Reserve generated 370 person days of 

benefit to people over ten event days. See Table 3 and Figures 42-45 below.  

Table 3. Environmental education and outreach.  

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 
PDõS PROGRAMME 

03/04/2014  Holiday group  17 6 23 Fishing programme  

04/04/2014  Holiday group  15 6 21 Fishing programme  

15/04/2014  Home of Hope  5 1 6 My ocean and estuary  

16/04/2014  Home of Hope  20 1 21 Animal homes  

14/05/2014  Probus Club of Houtbay  0 8 8 Guided walk at Rietvlei section  

16/05/2014  Rusthof Primary  68 2 70 Biodiversity: Wetlands  

20/05/2014  Rusthof Primary  77 2 79 Biodiversity: Wetlands  

22/05/2014  Kunterbunt Kidz kindergarten  18 9 27 Bird watching  

23/06/2014  Wolraad Woltemade  53 2 55 Biodiversity: Birds 

24/06/2014  Wolraad Woltemade  57 3 60 Biodiversity: Birds 

TOTALS 330 40 370 TOTALS   

 

 

Figure 42. Landi Louw with Home of Hope. 

 

Figure 43. S van Blerk & B Wilkenson with Probus Club of Houtbay. 

 

Figure 44. Rusthof Primary grade 6 class visit to Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 45. Wolraad Woltemade Primary Grade 7 visit to Rietvlei. 
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9 HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

9.1  Staff establishment  

9.1.1 A SANBI Groen Sebenza internship position  became available for the Table Bay Nature Reserve. It 

was decided that the position will be used as an assistant reserve manager for the Coastal and Zoarvlei 

Sections of the Nature Reserve. Interviews were held on 03/04/2014 at the Rietvlei offices. Mashudu 

Sikhwivhilu  was selected as the preferred candidate. She started on 02/05/2014 and her contract will run 

until 31/12/2015.  

9.1.2 Alternative internal placements  resulted in two permanent staff members being transferred from 

other City services to the Table Bay Nature Reserve.  The two new members are Derick Coetzee  who will be 

working as a visitor controller, and Fundiswa Sigwayi  who will be working as a cleaner.  

9.1.3 Table Bay Nature Reserve staff  currently totals 22 member s, consist ing  of 13 permanent members 

and nine temporary or contract members (see Table 4  below ). 

Table 4. Staff establishment of Table Bay Nature Reserve.  

Name (s) Permanent Position 

Jacobus (Koos) Retief  1 x Area Manager  

Allan Gargan  1 x Foreman  

Kyle Kelly; Clinton Roux  2 x Assistant Conservation Officer: Water Ranger  

Christopher Singo  1 x Assistant Conservation Officer: Diep River  

Elzette Krynauw  1 x People and Conservation officer  

Derick Coetzee  1 x Visitor Controller  

Sakhile Luhani ; Qalile Lisa; Sonwabile Shilinga ; Bulelwa 

Nomna ; Ferica Yamile  
5 x Field ranger  

Fundiswa Sigwayi  1 x Worker / Cleaner  

Name(s)  Temporary Position  

Landi Louw  1 x Site Manager: M ilnerton Racecourse & Lagoon  

Karen Merrett  1 x ERMD Intern 

Damon Hope ; Braden Wilkinson; Stuart van Blerk  3 x Student CPUT 

Mashudu Sikhwivhilu 1 x Groen Sebenza Intern : Coastal & Zoarvlei Sections  

Viwe Maposa ; Pamella Mrebe ; Ntombesithathu Fusa  3 x CTEET Learnership 

 

9.2 Training interventions  

9.2.1 Table Bay Nature Reserve staff  underwent 101 person days of training over 13 training interventions.  

¶ 31/03 -06/04/2014:  NQF2 Nature Conservation Learnership camp at Riversdale Nature College  

¶ 07-11/04/2014:   NQF5 Nature Conservation Learnership module (3pax)  

¶ 09-11/04/2014:   NQF2 Nature Conservation Learnership chainsaw and brush -cutter training  

¶ 17/04/2014:   Self-defence training at Tygerberg Nature Reserve (6pax)  

¶ 12-15/05/2014:   NQF5 Nature Conservation Learnership module (3pax)  

¶ 15-16/05/2014:   Conflict Management Training ( 4pax)  

¶ 21-22/05/2014:  Health and Safety representative training (1pax)  

¶ 26-28/05/2014:   Generic Life Skills training (3pax)  

¶ 28/05/2014:   Basic Labour Relations training (1pax)  

¶ 02-03/06/2014:   Financial Life Skills training (9pax)  

¶ 04/06/2014:   Retirement Pla nning training (6pax)  

¶ 11/06/2014:   Retirement Preparation training (1pax)  

¶ 26/06/2014:   Smart Driver Training (2pax)  
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10 VISITORS AND INCOME 

10.1  Income from visitors  at the Table Bay Nature Reserveõs Rietvlei Water Area during this quarter was 

R51,638 from 2,178 recorded visitors. These figures indicate a seasonal decline with the onset of winter (see 

Figures 46-47). 

However when compared to the corresponding quarters from previous years , this quarter recorded the 

highest income and visitors (see Figures 48-49). This trend indicates more use of the Nature Reserve during 

this winter,  despite the normal seasonal decline.  

 

Figure 46. Monthly visitor numbers plotted over averages. 

 

Figure 47. Monthly income plotted over averages. 

 

Figure 48. Visitors over corresponding quarters since 2011. 

 

Figure 49. Income over corresponding quarters since 2011. 

 

10.2 Paddling , canoeing  and stand -up paddling  enthusiasts are showing increasing interest in the Rietvlei 

Water Area. During the 2013/2014 financial year a trial was opened up to allow paddling on Rietvlei in the 

power boat circuit from 07:30 in the morning until the time when power boats can launch onto the water. 

During the week this is 10:00 and on weekends it is 09:00, thereafter paddlers have to leave the water.  

There have however been requests from various paddlers to access the water for longer periods of time. 

The matter was discussed at the R ietvlei Management Working Group, and there was general support for 

extending paddling hours at Rietvlei. The only concern is that power boats and paddlers are using the same 

outer circuit of water. It is not safe for paddlers when power boats are using th e water circuit  simultaneously . 

A resolution to the matter came when the Milnerton Aquatic Club agreed that the very shallow outer 

portion of the power boat circuit would be demarcated for paddlers by means of an additional set of 

buoys. Power boats genera lly do not venture into the shallows. A new trial period will therefore be started 

during which paddlers can use a shallow outer circuit for the full day õs duration . A general notice will be 

sent out when these measures are in place.  
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11 INFRASTRUCTURE MANAGEMENT 

11.1  Maintenance works  at the Table Bay Nature Reserved included the following:  

¶ Boardwalk repairs  due to flooding damage from the previous season. These repairs are carried out by 

Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) employees in conjunction with a specialist contractor.  

¶ Machines and equipment  that were maintained included brush -cutters, chainsaws, and a n electric 

generator . 

¶ All Council vehicles  on the Nature Reserve were sent for maintenance  and servicing when required.  

¶ The Toyota Tazz that was involved in a traffic accident on Blaauwberg Road during the previous quarter 

was written off . A replaceme nt was purchased in the form of a Nissan NV200 1.6 I seven -seater.  

¶ The electric gate  was reported faulty on several occasions. The gate was repaired.  

¶ A security floodlight  was constructed at the main entrance gate.  

¶ Paving  was repaired in the stores area of the office building.  

¶ Internal road  edges were tidied up.  

¶ Vegetation growing through the Coastal Section fence  was cleared away.  

¶ An internal stormwater drain  that collapsed was repaired.  

 

Figure 50. Repaired boardwalk. 

 

Figure 51. Security floodlight at entrance gate. 

 

Figure 52. Paving being repaired. 

 

Figure 53. Internal road edges being tidied up. 

 

Figure 54. Vegetation growing through fence. 

 

Figure 55. Internal stormwater drain that collapsed. 

  


















